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English at home, and often forget Irish as soon as they leave
school. From a practical point of view they would profit more
if they learned one of the other widespread languages besides
English. The cultural prestige of Ireland, too, would obviously
suffer if Gaelic supplanted English. Many Irish poets, writers,
politicians and scholars have become famous everywhere through
the medium of the English language. Swift, Burke, Sheridan,
Goldsmith, Berkeley, Moore, O'Connell, Shaw and other Irish-
men have been highly appreciated all over the world. If they
had written or spoken in Irish only they would not even have
become known to the majority of the Irish. True, many Nor-
wegian, Swedish and Danish writers have won international
fame through translations, but this was largely due to special
conditions which are not likely to obtain in the case of Ireland.
A universal bilingualism would, of course, obviate the danger of
cultural isolation. But in this case Irish would probably be a
language for patriotic display only, while English would remain
the language of everyday life, literature and science. Lastly, it
is obvious that any attempt to discourage the use of English
would greatly exacerbate relations with the English-speaking
section of the Irish nation, and would be an insuperable obstacle
to a union between northern and southern Ireland.
The Welsh have preserved their language more than the Irish,
though they have not shown the same national fanaticism.
While in 1926 the Irish-speaking population in Eire numbered
543,511 (of whom 531,051 also spoke English), the Welsh-speak-
ing population in Wales was about 900,000 and it has hardly
diminished in the last forty years. A Welshman, Mr. Lloyd
George, as Prime Minister of Great Britain, has played a role in
the history of the world and has added more prestige to the Welsh
name than a statesman of a small independent nation could ever
have done.1
8. THE JEWS AND LANGUAGE '
In the Middle Ages the Jews were cruelly persecuted in
Germany and Spain, and finally driven out. They found a
refuge in Poland and Turkey, and they have preserved there the
German and Spanish speech which they had adopted in Germany
and Spain, though not without admixtures. In later times many
of the Polish Jews re-emigrated to the West, and for some time
x An ardent Welshman, Mr. J. Vyrnwy Morgan, A Study in Na&maltyt, 1911
pp. 324, 414, recognizes that his people has obtained great advantages through its
union with the English people, ana has prospered in a manner which would have been
impossible under a system of Welsh independence.